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Department of Epidemiology

Evaluation of the Ta Experience

Dear Teaching Assistant:  

The TA Guidelines call for a written evaluation of your experience as a TA this semester.  Please provide the information requested below.  This is not an evaluation of the substance of the course or the instructor’s performance as a teacher. The Department’s Faculty TA Coordinator will be glad to meet with you if you prefer to address these questions in a different format.  Although it is difficult to achieve anonymity due to the small number of TA's in any semester, if you wish to respond anonymously you may omit your name and any information that may identify you.

Department of Epidemiology Faculty TA Coordinator

Your Name:  _____________________                                     Date:    ___/ ___/ ___

Your degree program:   MPH___   MSPH___   PhD___      Year you entered:  ________

Information about you

1. Prior to being a TA this semester, did you have any teaching experience? 

No ____     Yes ____      If Yes, what experience (please include experience at UNC)?  


__________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________  

2. Have you participated in any training sessions?

a) Prior to enrolling in the Department? 
 
No ____     Yes ____      If Yes, please indicate what and when:  

__________________________________________________________  

b) After enrolling in the Department but prior to serving as a TA? 


No ____     Yes ____      If Yes, please indicate what and when: 

__________________________________________________________  

c) While serving as a TA? 


No ___     Yes ___      If Yes, please indicate what and when: 

__________________________________________________________  

Guidance and support

1. How satisfied have you been with the support and help you have received as a TA?

a) From the course instructors? 
 
Dissatisfied ____   Somewhat satisfied ____   Satisfied ____   Very satisfied ____

Comments:  _______________________________________________________  

b) From Department staff?

Dissatisfied ____   Somewhat satisfied ____   Satisfied ____   Very satisfied ____

Comments:  _______________________________________________________  

c) From AV Services? 


Dissatisfied ____   Somewhat satisfied ____   Satisfied ____   Very satisfied ____

Comments:  _______________________________________________________  

d) From the Department Faculty TA Coordinator? 

Dissatisfied ____   Somewhat satisfied ____   Satisfied ____   Very satisfied ____

Comments:  _______________________________________________________  

2. Did you have access to adequate equipment (such as computers, printers, copy machines, projectors, etc.) for your teaching needs?

Yes  _____        Somewhat  _____        No  ______ 

Comments:  ___________________________________________________________

3. Did you receive sufficient direction in what and how to teach your class?

Yes  ______
No   ______
Unsure   ______

Comments:  ___________________________________________________________

4. Did you have sufficient freedom and latitude to teach your class the way you believed was best?

Yes  ______
No   ______
Unsure   ______

Comments:  ___________________________________________________________

TA orientation 

1. Did you feel adequately prepared to assume the TA role and to work with the course instructor(s) to be an effective TA ?                                                           

Yes  _____        Somewhat  _____        No  ______

Comments:  ___________________________________________________________

2. Did you feel adequately prepared to answer your students’ questions of the first few days of class?

Yes  _____        Somewhat  _____        No  ______

Comments:  ___________________________________________________________

Which elements of the orientation and training activities did you find:


Most Helpful
Not Helpful

 ______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Additional Comments:   Do you have any additional comments about the orientation that you received or ideas about what would have better prepared you to begin the semester? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

TA Manual

1. How helpful have you found the Department's TA Manual?

Have not read it  _____     Not helpful  _____     Helpful  _____     Very helpful  _____  

2. Do you have suggestions for improving the TA Manual?

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Instructor and student evaluations

1. On how many occasions did the course instructor observe your teaching?

# of times _____    Comment: _____________________________________________

2. On how many occasions did another instructor or a peer observe your teaching?

# of times _____    Comment: _____________________________________________

3. Did the presence of the observer affect your teaching significantly for the better or worse?

Comment: ____________________________________________________________

4. Did you receive helpful feedback from the observer on at least two occasions?

Yes  ______        Somewhat  ______        No  ______

Comment: ____________________________________________________________

5. How helpful did you find the student evaluations of your teaching?

Not helpful  _____     Helpful  _____     Very helpful  _____  

Comment: ____________________________________________________________
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