
SPONSORS 
The 2009 Institute and Videoconference are presented by the UNC Gillings School of 

Global Public Health Minority Health Project [UNC Program on  
Ethnicity, Culture, and Health Outcomes (ECHO)]  and  

UNC Diversity and Multicultural Affairs. 

Patron ($10,000) 
Dean’s Office, UNC Gillings School  
of  Global Public Health 
Barbara K. Rimer, DrPH, Alumni Distinguished Professor 
and Dean 
Jessie Satia, PhD, MPH, Special Assistant to the Dean for 
Diversity 
 
Co-Sponsors ($5,000-$9,999) 
Amgen  
This activity is supported by an educational donation   
provided by Amgen 
 
UNC Diversity and Multicultural Affairs 
Archie W. Ervin, PhD, Associate Provost for Diversity and 
Multicultural Affairs 
M. Cookie Newsom, PhD, Director of Diversity Education 
and Assessment 
 
UNC FPG Child Development Institute 
Sam Odom, Ph.D., Director  
 
Contributors ($2,500-$4,999) 
Counseling and Wellness Services, UNC Campus Health 
Services 
Allen Hambrick O’Barr, MD, Director 
DeVetta Holman-Nash, MPH, Associate Director 
 
Center for Development and Learning, Carolina Institute 
for Developmental Disabilities 
Stephen R. Hooper, PhD, Director, LEND Program  
 
Supporters ($1,000- $2,499) 
American College of Epidemiology 
Roberta B. Ness, MD, MPH, President 
 
American Indian Center, UNC 
Clara Sue Kidwell, PhD, Director 
 
Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health Services Research 
Timothy S. Carey, MD, MPH, Director 
 

Supporters  (continued) 
 
UNC Center for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention 
Alice S. Ammerman, DrPH, RD, Professor and Director 
 
College of Arts and Sciences, UNC 
Karen M. Gill, PhD, Lee G. Pedersen Distinguished  
Professor of  Psychology, Professor of Psychiatry, Dean 
 
North Carolina Health Careers Access Program, UNC 
Patrena N. Benton, MS, PhD, Director 
 
Special Friends ($500-$999) 
Victor and Marion Schoenbach  
 
Friends ($100-$499) 
Center for Civil Rights, A Project of the  
UNC School of Law  
Julius L. Chambers, JD, Director 
 
Department of Health Behavior and Health Education* 
Jo Anne Earp, PhD, Professor and Interim Chair 
 
Department of Health Policy and Management*  
Peggy Leatt, PhD, Professor and Chair 
 
Department of Maternal and Child Health*  
Herbert B. Peterson, MD, FACOG, Professor and Chair 
 
School of Education, UNC  
G. Williamson (Bill) McDiarmid, EdD,  
Alumni Distinguished Professor and Dean 
 
School Nurse Association of North Carolina   
Sue Lynn Ledford, RN MPA NCSN, President 
 
In-Kind Contributions 
UNC School of Social Work   
Jack M. Richman, PhD, Professor and Dean 
 
 

Victor Schoenbach, PhD, Co-Director,  
   Associate Professor, Department of Epidemiology*  
Cookie Newsom, PhD, Co-Director, Director of Diversity     
    Education and Assessment, UNC  
DeVetta Holman-Nash, MPH, Chair of Program  
     Committee, Associate Director, Counseling  and  
     Wellness Services, UNC Campus Health Services 
M. Ahinee Amamoo, MS Department of Epidemiology* 
Danny Bell, UNC Department of American Studies 
Dorothy Browne, DrPH, Professor, North Carolina A&T 

State University 
Archie Ervin, PhD, Associate Provost for Diversity and 
   Multicultural Affairs, UNC 
 
 

Alexandra Lightfoot, PhD, UNC Center for Health  
   Promotion and Disease Prevention  
O. J. McGhee, Manager, Instructional Media Services* 
Molly Stapleton, Projects STYLE and SNAP, Center for 

Global Health and Infectious Diseases,    UNC School of 
Medicine 

Eboni Taylor, MPH, Department of Epidemiology*  
Nicole Taylor, Program on Ethnicity, Culture, and Health 

Outcomes (ECHO), UNC 
Monecia Thomas, MHA, Director, Management Academy 

for Public Health, North Carolina Institute of Public 
Health* 

Sharon Holmes Thomas, MSW, Director of Recruitment, 
Admissions, and Financial Aid, School of Social Work, 
UNC 
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Tuesday, June 9, 2009 
1:30pm – 4:00pm EDT 

 
Satellite and Internet broadcast from the 
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About the Minority Health Project (MHP) 
 
    The Minority Health Project in the UNC Gillings School of Global Public Health works to expand 

awareness and knowledge about health equity concerns, deepen understanding of methodological, theoreti-

cal, and practical issues in health disparities research and interventions, and strengthen linkages across 

diversity activities to increase their effectiveness and success. 

 

About the Annual Institute and Videoconference 
 
    The Annual Summer Public Health Research Institute and Videoconference is a unique forum that en-

ables experts in the area of health disparities to reach an audience of researchers, educators, administrators, 

practitioners, and students throughout the U.S.  The Institute and Videoconference trace their origin to 

1994, when Drs. Trude Bennett, Dorothy Browne, and Lloyd Edwards (Principal Investigator) founded the 

UNC School of Public Health Minority Health Project. Funding was provided by the Minority Statistics 

Grants Program, directed by Audrey Burwell, in the National Center for Health Statistics, Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention through a cooperative agreement with the Association of Schools of Public 

Health. The first Institute was held in 1995 and the first Videoconference in 1997.  Since 2000, under the 

leadership of Dr. Dorothy Browne and then Dr. Victor Schoenbach, the Videoconference has been dissemi-

nated as a free satellite broadcast and webcast.  Since 2007 the Videoconference has been co-presented 

with UNC Diversity and Multicultural Affairs. 

Panelists 

Lillian A. Sparks, J.D. 
Executive Director,  
National Indian Education 
Association  

Reginald L. Weaver, D.I.P.(hon), 
D.H.L.(hon), D.P.S.(hon)  
Vice President, Education Interna-
tional; Past President, National 
Education Association  

Nicholas A. Freudenberg, Dr.P.H.  
Distinguished Professor and DPH 
Director, Program in Urban Public 
Health, Hunter College School of 
Health Sciences/City University of 
New York  

Dina C. Castro, M.P.H., Ph.D. 
Scientist,  
FPG Child Development Institute, 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill  

Senator Howard N. Lee, M.S.W., Moderator  
Executive Director, N.C. Education Cabinet  
Past Chair, North Carolina Board of Education  

Agenda 
 

12:30  Registration begins 
 
1:30   Welcome and Introductions  

Moderator: Senator Howard N. Lee, MSW 
Executive Director, N.C. Education Cabinet  

 
1:40    Presentations 
            When Education and Health Intersect 

Reginald L. Weaver, DIP(hon), DHL(hon), DPS(hon)  
 
Education Inequities and Health Disparities:  
Child Development and the School Readiness Gap 
Dina C. Castro, MPH, PhD  

Reframing High School Dropout as a Public Health Issue 
Nicholas A. Freudenberg, DrPH  

Native Children’s Agenda - Policies to Improve the 
Health and Education of Native Students 
Lillian A. Sparks, JD 

 
3:10 Break 

3:15 Question and Answer Session 

4:00 Adjourn / Broadcast End 

 
Please see www.minority.unc.edu/institute/2009/ 

for full list of credits, cosponsors, 
on-demand webcast, presenter handouts, and other information. 

 
Information on other events related to diversity, minority health 

and health disparities at 
www.minority.unc.edu ; www.unc.edu/diversity ; www.echo.unc.edu/ 


