1999 Minority Health Conference


Introduction for Stephen Thomas‘ Keynote address





9:30


My name is Victor Schoenbach.  Joining me in presiding over this session is Matthew Garvin.





I am very grateful to the Minority Health Conference Planning Committee for the honor of presiding over the first William T. Small Jr. Lecture.  Under Dean Small’s guidance, the Minority Health Conference has grown from a few seedlings to a forest, and its Planning Committee has served as a key leadership training activity.  Linking Dean Small’s name to the Conference will inspire its architects for years to come.


__________________________





I also thank the Planning Committee for the pleasure and privilege of introducing Dr. Stephen Thomas.


 


Dr. Stephen B. Thomas is Associate Professor of Community Health, Director of the Institute for Minority Health Research at the Rollins School of Public Health of Emory University, and a Senior Research Fellow with MACRO International, Inc. 





Dr. Thomas’ research has focused on some of the greatest current challenges for the health of minority youth:  AIDS prevention, drug use prevention, and violence prevention.  





He has published numerous research papers, 


held leadership positions in the American Public Health Association and the Society for Public Health Education, 


served on the editorial boards of Health Education Quarterly and the Journal of Health Education, 


consulted to the National Research Council, the Institute of Medicine, and the National Institutes on Drug Abuse, 


and provided program evaluation technical assistance to the Southern Christian Leadership Conference in Atlanta, the Walter Reed Army Institute of Research in Washington, D.C., the Baltimore County Public School System, human services providers and community based organizations serving minority populations, and the National AIDS Program, in Johannesburg South Africa.


 


Dr. Thomas has been interviewed about his research by the NBC Today Show, ABC News Prime Time Live, CNN World News, The MacNeil/Lerher News Hour, and the Public Broadcast System's documentary series, NOVA.





Please join me in welcoming Dr. Stephen Thomas.





__________________________








9:31		Dr. Stephen Thomas’ Keynote Address


Make up questions





______________________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________________








10:15	Lead 15-minute Q/A session -- request questionners use microphones on each side of Auditorium.





10:30		Break


�
Reception for


Dean William T. Small, Jr.





__________________________








Dr. Hans Selye, who was a groundbreaking researcher of the biology of stress, offered this prescription for living a healthy life: act so as to earn thy neighbor’s love.  To me, this prescription characterizes Dean Small’s career in the School of Public Health and his life in the larger community.  





Dean Small has devoted his career to helping others, by making them aware of opportunities and then helping them to realize those opportunities, by encouraging people to develop goals and then helping them to achieve those goals, by helping people to learn, to grow, to solve problems, to overcome obstacles, to collaborate, and to celebrate.  He is a master listener, confidant, sounding board, strategist, advisor, facilitator, administrator, and educator.  








Faculty perspective:





Bill Small – problem solver,





 experience and wise,





 trusted and fair,





 compassionate and realistic








