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A Background

A Partnering with youth in research in reseaxch
knowledge transfer

A Integrated case examples

A Lessons learned



A Fine Arts

I Community arts and volunteering
I Visual Voices project

A After-school program coordinator
I Washington, DC 1990s

I Health disparities by race, neighborhood and family violence,
non-traditional expertise

A Public Health
I Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health (MPH, DrPH)

I UNC Chapel Hill, Kellogg Community Health Scholars Program
(2004-2006)



A Risk and protective influence of social, environmental
and institutional factors on health and health
disparities (e.g., violence, childhood asthma, cancer)

A Exploring perceptions of and responses to urban
youth violence

A Design and implementation of creative methods for
engaging youth in research

A Integration of principles of community engagement
through human services systems (e.g.,
homelessness, child welfare, school attendance)



Research suggests that the way youth are approached
within the research process influences their capacity and
willingness to participate in researghuine, 200s; zimmerman, 200)

Involving youth as partners in the research process can L
challenging

I varied cognitive and social phases of developm®est: et al,
1973;Younisst al, 1997; Levine, 2008)

Engaging youth requires an approach and methods whicl
I cultivate trust
I Nurture common expectations
I share ownership and decision making



Community input into research

NONE ALOT

[ Epidemiological studies I CBPR
I

Clinical research

e —

cooperation coordination collaboration partnership

(Winer and Ray, 2000)



1Inyolves academic researchers developing !
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toward stakeholders to use on their own

C iInvolved users/stakeholders identify the research
findings on their own

- Involves building relationships
among researchers and knowledge consumers to effectively allow for th
equitable exchange of research information, ideas, and experiences for
informing action (Reardon et al, 200@rovvidenaet al, 2009)

A partnership approach, as with CBPR, where stakeholders inforn
the focus, design, interpretation, dissemination and application of
research for policy and practice deciSIas, 2007; israel et al 1998)



Artistic expression Is universal to human culture
throughout historyiciardy 2000)

I The act of creating increases feelings of ¥eling and
belonging
I Does not depend on language or education lexglan, 2000

Literature, music, painting photography are
powerful tools for community organizing, and
fOr health (McDonald, 1998; Chavez, 2004)
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I Central to that reality Is existing cultuggionesandvanoli 1995)

The arts may promote health through
I The Health Belief MOd@dosenstocleQO)
I Social Learning Theo@gmy et. al., 1990)
I Critical Consciousness The@#tiio7o, wang 2003, Wang and Burris, 1994)

AUse of pictures and visual imagery was integral to this
process

I Cultivating selefficacy, social support and collective
awareneSMcbonald, et al, 2005)



Integrating the past and present
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History Visual Voices

A Started in 1993 in
Pittsburgh, PA;

A Currently, the Visual Voices |
project would be more than |
3500 feet in length and has
Involved the combined
efforts of over 1800 youth
from nine cities between the
ages of 5 and 18;

A Focused on exploring
neighborhood strengths and
challenges through the arts.




(Progress in Community Health Partnerships, 2009, 3(45849

Four projects designed to explore the perceptions of
youth regarding community factors on health, violence
and community and school bullying prevention.

1Baltimore, MD in the Summer of 2007 funded by the
Center for Injury Research and Policy at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public HealgBtant No. R49 CE00198)

E ZPittsburgh, PA in the Fall of 2008 funded by the
University of Pittsburgh Clinical and Translational Science
Institute. (Grant No. UL1 RR024153)

Siler City, NC. 2008 MPH Thediebecca Davis, UNC
Department of Health Behavior and Health Education.

Pittsburgh, PA. Community Human Services, Corp.
GrableFoundation (2012)



Visual VoicesMETHODS
Relationship: building

Pittsburgh, PA






Session 1: Introduction to Visual Voices
Session 2. Hopes and dreams for the future
Sessions 3-5: Focal topic (painting)
Sessions 6 -7: Focal topic (writing)

Session 8: nBecoming age.!
design and exhibition of work
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Group
Discussion/Critique




Critique example

Pittsburgh, PA
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Writing/Drawing Sessions

Pittsburgh, PA

Siler City, NC
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wPaintings, writings, drawing s and transcripts of critique
sessions are coded

cQualitative data sources (text and images) are iterativel
reviewed, analyzed and thematic statements generated \
partners

Child 1: guns are bad too

M: Is that something that concerns you too? Or is this
an issue?

Coded:
Not Safe_Darkness_Night

Child 1: gambling is bad too because somebody can
get mad and end up killing you.

M: okay so gambling, so what else do we have?

Coded:
Not Safe_Violence_Shooting

Child 2: if you're drunk you might umm... wait... act
crazy and end up killing somebody when you're drunk.

M: so lets ask Jarleen what she was thinking when she
did the piece

Jarleen (painter): ....that boombox means like there is
loud (bad?) music

Jarleen (painter): not all music...if you drink causes
you to do bad stuff and | know a lot of people like that.




Exploring Communitidealth, Safety and
Violence Prevention

Summary from youth partners from the four locations
A Sites:

I Pittsburgh, PA (2)

I Baltimore MD

I Siler City, NC

A After-school programs offered by communibpased
organizations, churches, human services agency

A The four groups of youth, ages ranged fror



Plttsburgh PA
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Pittsburah. PA Baltimore, MD



A Safety was found in social
networks

I dwhat | like about Sandtown is
K2g LIS2LIX S |t gl e
e 2 dz®«timore youth)

A Family and friends are their
favorite people

d [heart] my family. The reason
why these are my favorite people.
Because they always love me. And
they been there for me. And they
VSOSNI R2dz0 G0 YS @

are my favorite peopleé€
(Pittsburgh youth)




Street lighting

A Poor street and alley
lighting as unsafe and
dangerous places
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right, it comes across

my mind when you walk
2 dzil & AefRnSrDcith)




Abandoned houses

A Abandoned houses
unsafe for both structural
and contextual reasons.

i apeople like go in
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broken steps, they do drugs
0KSNBEX €SI @A
(Baltimore youth)
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door to a better world and stuff, stuff like that...She just used twc
colors, just black and white and it made it like really stand out a
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Conflict between cultures

Perception of conflict, gang conflict,
between Latino and African Americ:
youth in Siler City . |

A InterviewerY Cain you tell us
F3FAY | o62dzi @2

A Participants:d | S| KX  dzF
painting] was just about me anc
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i (one Latino and one African American

youth working together, Siler City, NC)

Siler City, NC



Construction
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Dissemination Forums

+ permanent
community
exhibits

Pittsburgh, PA



